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excellence of its causes, or the knowledge of its agreement
WHM its objects or the knowledge of a fruitful action, then
the validity of second knowledge aJso depends upon some
other knowledge and so on to infinity.

The fallacy of infinite regresa foliowing as a conse-
quence of the Nyaya theory of extrinsic truth may be shown
as follows : it may be argued lhat if the truth of a know-
Sedge I<i needs to be verified by another knowledge kg then
k^ can do this job onSy if itself stands confirmed, and that
needs another knowledge kg. But this process of validation
shall have no end, and we shall need k4, kg..... ad infinitum.
Sn practice however, the Naiyayika stops short of this, and
Sn doing this he is not consistent. He contends, for exam-
ple, thdt the knowledge that there is water over there
before me, is confirmed when I go over there and quench
my thirst, which confirms the knowledge of water, needs
itself to be validated. Or the Mimamsakas may argue that
unless the person seeing water were certain about the truth
of what he knows he would not take the trouble of walking
up the distance in order to quench his thirst. Even if in
this case he does not make an attempt, in cases where the
appropriate pravrtti would need great effort a person not
certain of the truth of what he knows would not be persua-
ded to act. He would certainly not act unhesitatingly.
There would be no niskampapravrtti. The argument then
would be that successful practice cannot confirm the truth
of knowledges for the very possibility of unwavering prac-
tical behaviour presupposes a prior certainty of the truth of
the krowledg0 which provokes the activity.

To this Mimamsa objection the Nalyayikas' answer
is two fold. First, It has been said that the experience of
expected objects (phaiajnana) does not ordinarily require
any test of its validity, because there Is no doubt about it
or because there is the fulfilment of our purpose in it. As
for instance, the first perception of water in a mirage
requires to be tested because we have doubts about its vali-
dity, but that of a man going into water need not be further
tested, since it is not infected by any doubt and it fulfills